
by her quiet efficiency and
willingness to help out and come in
to College in her own time. Her
willingness to share ideas with
others and the time she would give
up to help girls experiencing
difficulty through illness or absence.
She has been a great asset to the
department and will be missed for
her companionship and
contributions.

Mrs Stella Hobley:
1987-1998

Stella joined the Modern
Languages Department in 1987. A
keen Russianist, she strove tirelessly
to promote her subject both within
College and through the numerous
extra- curricular activities she
organised. She took two memorable
trips to the former Soviet Union,
where the girls were privileged to
gain a unique insight into life in a
Communist country through their
experiences of living with a Russian
family. For younger girls Stella
established a Russian language club,
Kalinka, where girls were introduced
to the many facets of Russian
culture: they enjoyed visits from a
Balalaika group, theatrical
performances by a travelling Polish
group and made papier-mache
bowls decorated in traditional
Russian style. Because of the added
difficulties of working with a
different alphabet and a complex
grammar system, Russian sets were
usually quite small, but those who

took up the challenge found
themselves bitten by the bug, and
many of Stella's students went on
to study this fascinating culture at
Oxbridge and to use their Russian in
their professional lives.

But Stella was far more than just
an inspirational teacher. She always
regretted not having studied art, but
put her artistic flair to good use as
Editor of the College magazine. Her
calligraphy was the envy of the
staff-room, and many girls will have
a reminder of her beautiful
handwriting on their sports' day
certificates. She was renowned for
her sartorial elegance, and, as a
member of the Staff Association
Committee, was responsible for
buying countless tasteful presents
for colleagues who were leaving.
She had a sharp sense of wit, but
her Sixth Form tutees also valued
her dedication and caring attitude.

It is sad to see the demise of a
once great power, and sad to lose
such an exciting language from the
curriculum. Stella is greatly missed
by all her colleagues, but we wish
her every success in her return to
GCHQ.

Dr Terry Martin:
1987-1999

Terry was greatly appreciated by
all the staff, especially in Science,
for his kindness and support,
willingness to help, along with his
even temper, even at the most
trying of times. He was universally
loved by all, including the girls, as
everyone's idea of a benevolent
uncle.

He came to College after a
lifetime's work in the research labs
of the Coal Board and so often
would incorporate the odd
explosion into his lessons! He held
the distinction of never having
logged on to the College network
and unmercifully ragged the rest of
the Chemistry staff when there was
a problem with the system. During
his time at College he amassed a
large collection of ties, because
what do you always give as a
present to a man who has all he
needs!

His lessons were lively and
enjoyable, and frequently
punctuated by the sounds of
(controlled) mini explosions. His
experience in the workplace made
the subject come alive for the pupils
he taught. As a tutor, his caring
attitude and genuine interest in the
girls' welfare made him popular with
both pupils and parents.

He used his last year here to bully
the whole Science Department over
the question of unwashed
teaspoons, until they have become
so brainwashed that they cannot
see a dirty spoon anywhere without
washing, drying and putting it away
in a drawer!

He was a founder member of the
Men's Executive Committee of the
College and unstintingly gave every
Thursday lunchtime to this cause.
He is still frequently seen around
the College giving private tuition or
covering leave of absence.

Mrs Kath Philp:
1978-1999

At the end of the Summer Term,
College said farewell for the second
time to Kath Philp. Many people will
be aware of the enormous
contribution she made to the life of
the school in her first "incarnation"
here; she probably never in her
wildest dreams imagined that she
would return in such a different role,
but we are immensely grateful that
she agreed to look after Sidney
Lodge for two terms.

There must be few people who
would have been able to fi l l the gap
so capably. Of course, her intimate
knowledge of the traditions and
workings of College helped her to
deal efficiently with the day-to-day
administration of the house, but
what was so remarkable was her
ability to get to know the girls so
quickly and with such insight and
understanding. They warmed to her
for her balanced, practical approach,
for her unsentimental support if they
had problems and for that twinkle in
her eye which told them that she
thoroughly enjoyed being with them,
that she knew exactly what they
were up to, and that she was
ultimately on their side.



Over the summer, she planned to
spend some time with her daughter
in Denmark, and also to play a little
more golf than she had been able to
since Christmas. Besides thanking
Kath, we should also thank her
husband, Bill, for surviving with so
little of her company for the two
terms she was in Sidney Lodge. We
are delighted that they are making
their home in Cheltenham and that
she will therefore be able to keep in
touch with us.

Mrs Sheila Pyke:
1994-1999

Sheila arrived at College in
September, 1994 and from the very
beginning it was evident that she
was a thoroughly dedicated teacher.
She had a wealth of experience and
a genuine love for the subject and
the girls in her care. Both her
colleagues and the girls she has
taught have appreciated her
professional approach to the
subject and her attention to detail.

On joining the R.S. Department
she quickly immersed herself in a
variety of aspects of College life,
particularly enjoying Lower College
and her lunch duties in the Day Girl
Canteen. Apart from a sharp wit and
a keen sense of humour, she had an
innate appreciation of the
important link between College and
the Houses and she always
endeavoured to keep an active
interest in them both. To her
colleagues she brought a sense of
fun and a devotion to the highest of
standards in her work. She was
totally reliable and always punctual.

We wish her every success and
happiness in her new home and we
sincerely hope that she will keep in
touch with College.

Mrs Isabel Ridout:
1981-1999

Mrs Ridout joined the Music
Department in 1981. Initially she
came to teach the piano but more
recently she has split her time
equally between piano and solo
singing. Although nominally a

peripatetic teacher, Mrs Ridout has
in fact taught five days a week for
many years and has played a
leading part in the life of the
department. Hundreds of girls have
benefited not only from her musical
expertise but also from her deep
understanding of human nature.
She has always demanded the
highest of standards from her pupils
and has earned their love and
respect in doing so. Colleagues also
have often turned to her for advice,
not only about gardening and
cuisine (at which she is the
acknowledged department expert!)
but also about life in general. We
shall miss her wisdom and her wit,
her commitment and her integrity,
but we wish her the very long, active
and fulfilling retirement she
deserves.

Mr Chris Snell:
1972-1999

A school needs a Chris Snell:
committed, hardworking,
conscientious, straightforward,
gentle and humorous.

After a fulfilling career in
engineering, Chris decided to take
up the challenge of teaching and
joined the Mathematics Department
in 1972. Over the years, he gained
the well-deserved reputation of
inspiring confidence into the
mathematically less-gifted pupil by
his patient teaching and
encouragement.

He went on to pioneer the
introduction of Technology,
enabling him to use both his

mathematical and engineering
experience for the benefit of the
girls. This not only required the
creation of schemes of work but
also the setting-up and equipping of
a C.D.T. Centre in the basement of
Fauconberg Villas. It was a proud
day for him when Baroness Platt
opened it. No one at the opening
could have foreseen, several years
later, the building of the magnificent
Fauconberg Wing, bringing under
one roof, the Technology and Art
Departments.

Chris also worked closely with the
Head of Physics in the delivery of an
electronics course, thus forging a
very important cross-curricular link
between science and technology.
He initiated the teaching of the
GCSE "Systems and Control",
attracting some very able girls to it
and achieving excellent results with
his pupils. He entered some of their
projects for the Dowty technology
awards every year and his students
were able to receive recognition for
their work. He believed,
passionately, that girls should
succeed in non-traditional subject
areas.

He spent many years as a tutor,
mostly in Lower College. His
charming and jovial presence was
appreciated greatly by the girls and
his fellow tutors. He never failed to
offer a ready smile and words of
encouragement, whenever possible.
His long and vast experience of
College meant that he could help
with organizing many events and he
supported the work of the Music
Department, especially, by his
frequent attendance at concerts. It
was lovely to see him recently,
returning to be part of the chorus of
Amahl and the Night Visitors.

Chris' colleagues in the Common
Room miss his listening ear, his
appreciative words, his sense of fun,
his wisdom. They miss, too, his
sartorial elegance (those visually-
arresting hats) and his tales of
foreign travel with his wife, lackie.
Some of us remember, with great
pleasure, when his engagement to




