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Guild Reunion Speech 2019 - Chairman 

 

Welcome to the 2019 Guild reunion weekend in College, and for those who do not know me, 

I am Olga Senior, your Chairman. 

Before I start there is a short message from Jackie Adams the Vice Principal Academic. 

A warm welcome to the 316 Guild members and honorary members who are here and in 

particular the members who have travelled from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Hong Kong, 

Kenya, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand and the 

USA. There are members aged between 22 and 85 and I would like to give a particular 

welcome to the 67 members from the class of 2014 celebrating 5 years since leaving 

College, the 34 from 2009 celebrating 10 years, the 60 from 1989 celebrating 30 years and 

the 33 from the year below me of 1979 celebrating 40 years. I would also like to welcome the 

113 who are attending for the first time since you left College. You will see many changes 

and many familiar elements of life at CLC and I will go through the programme of the day at 

the end of this session. 

I will now move onto the formal part of the AGM. 

For those of you who have brought your copy of Guild News, you will find the agenda 

on page 52. Apologies are available from the Guild Office. 

Please may I now have a proposer and seconder for the approval of the minutes of the 2018 

meeting published in Guild News on pages 53-55. 

Proposed: Miss Isy Summers 

Seconded: Mrs Sue Cattermole 

Does anyone have any matters arising? There were no matters arising. 

Moving onto the Accounts for 2018, which are on pages 56 and 57 of Guild News,  

I have been given the following report by our Treasurer, Jane Richardson. 

Our income for the year was £71,660 and, after staff costs and other charges, there was a 

small surplus of £740. The value of staff time donated to College was £35,916 which is 

recognised as both turnover and staff costs. Reserves at the year end amounted to £22,340. 

Our most substantial item of expenditure was £24,130 which was the cost of producing and 

mailing Guild News and the Slab. In order to ensure that we can continue with both of these 

publications we really do need to reduce our costs significantly and I would like to encourage 

Guild members to receive or view them electronically. If you agree to this change please 

contact Guild Office and this can be arranged. 

Please may I now have a proposer and seconder for approval of the accounts. 

Proposed: Mrs Judith Hillman 

Seconded: Mrs Katie Robyns 

I would like you to join me in thanking Jane for all the hard work she has done on our behalf, 

our funds are in the safe hands of the Guild Executive Committee with Jane’s oversight. 
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Moving on to the retirement and appointment of Directors which you can find on page 

3 of Guild News. 

I would like to thank the two Directors who have reached the end of their respective terms 

and who are now standing down from the Guild Executive Committee. Isabel Summers 

retires as the representative for the 2000s and we are still seeking a replacement for her, so 

if you know of anyone who would be interested in this role, please do contact me or the 

Guild Office. The 1970’s representative on the Guild Executive committee is Nicola George 

(nee Crofton, 1972-1976, St Austin’s) who has previously been co-opted onto the committee 

and now needs to be ratified for a three year term. Harriet Edwards retires as one of the 

Guild Trustees for St Hilda’s East and the Guild Executive Committee supports a nomination 

that has been proposed and seconded of Rebecca King (nee Woodhead 1989-1996, St 

Margaret’s and Beale). 

My appointment as Chairman needs to approved for one more year of the 6 year term as the 

rules were changed during my time as your Chairman. 

As there have been no other nominations, please may I have a proposer and a seconder for 

the nominations of Nicola, Rebecca and myself. 

Proposed: Mrs Katie Robyns 

Seconded: Miss Elizabeth Birch 

I am delighted that Rupert Williams, the Director of St Hilda’s East is here today in the 

130th anniversary year since its establishment by Guild members in 1889. Please do 

speak to him, in particular if you are able to help their work in any way. 

St Hilda’s East is keen to invite and involve Guild members in their anniversary celebrations 

during the coming months. The anniversary programme will run until March 2020. Launched 

in April, they have already held some events for the local community in the East End of 

London and have had or are having visits from the finance committee of College Council and 

members of the Parents’ Society. In July there will be a colourful Street Party and on 1st 

October a grand fundraising dinner at Mercers’ hall in the City. Given the link with Guild, St 

Hilda’s East are going to hold a special celebration on the evening of Thursday March 19th 

for Guild members. Held in their community centre in London, Eve Jardine-Young and I will 

be there and we hope that many of you will be able to join us on that occasion. Details of this 

will be available in the autumn edition of The Slab and through the Guild’s e-newsletter. 

As you know St Hilda’s East is a thriving community centre with the aim of addressing 

disadvantage among young and old alike, from pre-school play provision to care for older 

people. They received national recognition in December 2018 when one of their pro bono 

Legal Advice Clinics received the national LawWorks award for Best new Pro Bono Activity 

at the Law Society. 

St Hilda’s East is grateful to Guild for its regular financial contribution and the input of the 

Guild Trustees on its Management Board. During the last year Malini McCauley and Harriet 

Edwards have held these positions and we are immensely grateful for their unstinting 

contributions. As I said earlier, Harriet is stepping down at the end of her six year tenure 

during which she has not only used her legal background but has taken part in the London 

triathlon to raise funds for the charity. 

I will now move on to some more general points. If you have not already done so please do 

let us know your communication preferences by filling in one of these forms so that we can 

keep in touch with you under the General Data Protection Regulations. So far only 50% of 
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Guild members have given us their preferences, but of those 87% have asked to remain in 

touch receiving the e-newsletter. 

I would like to remind you all that sponsorship is available for members who want to 

undertake challenging study, research or training projects that demonstrates services to the 

community or environment, we have had very few applications in recent years. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the Guild Executive Committee members for 

the time and contribution that they give to Guild, many of them are here today and would be 

happy to talk to any of you, particularly if you are interested in being considered for 

nomination to the committee in the future. I am particularly pleased that Mary Blackburn has 

been reappointed as the Vice-President representative to the Guild Executive Committee for 

another 3 years. 

I would also like to thank Tori Marsh and Emma Perry, our Guild Editors, who have produced 

such excellent publications again this last year. 

None of the work of Guild would be possible without the hard work and support we have 

from Caroline Harris in the Guild Office. Thank you, Caroline. 

I would also like to thank all the other College staff, in particular the support and catering 

staff for all their hard work today and for making us feel so welcome. 

It is 135 years since Guild was created, and I thought I would share with you a quote from 

the first Guild reunion meeting by Miss Beale: “Lastly, the daisy seems to me especially fitted 

to such a Guild as ours, because it represents a union of independence: each sturdy little 

flower is doing its own work alone, yet all are drinking in nourishment from the earth – 

breathing in one air, looking up to one sun, helping in the same work, and so there is 

friendship”. I am very honoured in this role to meet many members and hear the interesting 

things that they are doing. I am grateful to the many members who give their time to support 

the current girls in College at careers events and in many other ways. 

I would now like to show you a short film that has been put together by Dave Stokes, the 

College photographer, of some Guild events that have happened during the last year, 

showing what we have done collectively, often with and for College, but also to support each 

other. 

Guild Film 

I will now hand over to our President for news of College and then I will return for any 

other business and the practicalities for the rest of the day. 

Eve finishing with the CLC film 

As you can see College is a good place to be at the moment. 

Please can I ask that you all sign the book of attendance, if you have not already done so. It 

is in the Garden Common Room and will be available all day. 

You can leave messages for friends on the large board in the Garden Common Room to 

arrange to meet up if you have seen their name on the attendance list but cannot find them. 

I am going to run through arrangements for the rest of the day, but please do ask anyone 

wearing a pink flower for help if you need it, and there are copies of the programme 

available. 
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Due to the large numbers here today there are two areas where coffee and lunch are being 

served. For those of you who left before the year 2000 this is in the Garden Common Room, 

and for those that left after 2000 it will be served in the garden off the Marble Corridor. 

After coffee now, there will be tours of College and the Observatory and there is a wonderful 

archive exhibition in the Parabola Arts Centre across the Bayshill Road until 1pm. 

You can join in various activities with the current girls, today we have on offer the chemistry 

of ice cream, the inflatable planetarium and Tort & Contract law to name but a few, but if you 

are planning to go to these, please can I encourage you to go to them now as they will not 

be running later and perhaps have your coffee later on. 

Year Group photos will be done In the Amphitheatre (lower ‘Queen Elizabeth’ quad) from 

12.30. 

The time slots are as follows: if you left in the 1940s + 1950s at 12.30pm, if you left in the 

1960s + 1970s at 12.40pm, if you left in the 1980s + 1990s at 12.50pm, and if you left after 

2000 at 1.00pm 

These will only run until 1pm so if you want to be in these please ensure you are there at the 

correct time. 

Pimms will be served in the garden from 12.30pm before lunch which will be served from 

1pm. 

After lunch there are College sports fixtures on at Well Place and at 2.30 there will be the 

inaugural performance by the Guild Festival Orchestra in the Parabola Arts Centre of a 

musical tribute to Dominic Hawley in his final year as Director of Music. We will not be able 

to seat everyone but the music will be streamed in the building. 

The archives room next to Lower Hall will also be open between 2.30 and 4.00pm. 

Please note that College will be locked at 4.00pm, so please ensure that you have left by 

then. 

Between 3.15 and 4.30 you may visit your old houses, many of which have been refurbished 

or the new ones such as Bunwell in Parabola Road. In addition this year the day girl house, 

also on Parabola Road, will be open from 2-3.30pm. Between 3 and 5pm there are tours of 

the new Health and Fitness Centre at Field and tea will be served in the function room there 

between 4 and 5.30pm 

There is then some time for you to relax before those 96 of you who have bought tickets 

come back to College for drinks and dinner. 

For those of you staying overnight, you would be most welcome to join the College service 

tomorrow morning at 10.30am in the PH, which tomorrow includes the baptism of the 

daughter of a member of the academic staff. 

Is there any other business or questions? 

So that is all from me, please do not hesitate to feedback to me what you have enjoyed and 

what we could improve and it just leaves me to say thank you for coming today and I look 

forward to meeting as many of you as possible. 

The date of the next annual reunion meeting is Saturday 16th May 2020. 


