
                 



 

 

 

Closure of 
Junior and 
Infant School 

The College 
Magazine of 
1944 
announced a 
dramatic break 
in tradition. 
Space was at a 
premium in the 
existing College 
buildings and 
the decision 
was taken to 
close the junior 
and infant 
school situated 
in West Wing.  
 

This photograph shows the junior pupils playing on the West Wing roof-top playground just 
before the closure. 



 

                                                                           

  

The College entry age was raised to eleven and the more senior girls took over West 
Wing. 

   



  

The younger pupils were then relocated to a prep school called Bredenbury Court. This was a 
beautiful 18th century country house situated near Bromyard in Herefordshire. It had already 
been set up as an independent girls’ school (a Miss Tilney had left College to become its Head 
Mistress in 1942). This meant that the building was known to the College authorities and had 
the added advantage that there was very little expenditure needed to adapt it to suit the 
College purposes. 



                                                       

 The new Head Mistress was to be Miss Hilda Marston, an old girl of College, Froebel-
trained and a member of the College’s Junior School staff from 1918 onwards. 
 

 



             

  

Here is a page from a termly class register kept by Miss Marston, 
1945. 



                                                            

  

Archives has a copy of the 1947 prospectus and it conveys the impression of an idyllic little 
school. The eighty girls, aged between six and thirteen, lived amid the Georgian splendour of the 
main house. Meals were served in a magnificent panelled dining-room with carved architraves 
and an intricate plasterwork ceiling. 



                              

  

The entrance hall was also spacious and imposing with its oriental rugs and fine antique furniture. 



                                          

The staircase led up to the parquet-floored dormitories, each accommodating three to five girls. 
These rooms were furnished in traditional boarding-school style with iron bedsteads and 
marble-topped washstands, but looked out over the rolling countryside of Herefordshire and 
the school’s own considerable property. 

 



                              

 

        

        The Main Hall was an impressive space. 



 

                            

    The spacious Drawing Room was equally impressive. 



                            

It was remembered that in the evenings the Head Mistress usually read to the older girls in 
this room and that the book by Thor Heyerdahl about the Kon-Tiki Expedition was a great 
favourite.   



 

          

 

The House "stands in grounds of 112 acres", the prospectus noted. "The extensive gardens 
produce vegetables and fruit...” This plan and photograph shows the extent and nature of the 
grounds. 

 



    

 

 

 

  

A view of the extensive grounds from the main house. Former pupil Sheila Romer nee 
Logan remembers the ‘freedom to roam in these wonderful grounds…there was a pit in 
the woods where wild strawberries grew….there was an avenue of sweet chestnut trees 
along the drive leading to a lodge which was the San. We collected the chestnuts and 
roasted them on an open fire in the alcove at the back of the hall.’ 

 



                    

Most of the lessons for the youngest pupils took place in the main building. 



                            

 

  
The older pupils were taught in an annexe that had been built at the side of the main 
house, shown in the left of this photograph. 



                                                  

One of the classrooms in the annexe used by the older pupils. 



                                      

A full range of extra-curricular activities were offered at the school, including gymnastic 
and deportment lessons. 



                              

Bredenbury Court also had extensive tennis courts where girls could acquire the sporting 
skills that would stand them in good stead when they were eventually enrolled at College. 



 

Copies of class photographs sent in by Mrs Jane Richardson nee Robinson (Guild Treasurer). 
This photograph is probably dated 1957 and the teacher was a New Zealander called Miss 
Goodhue. 



 

This photograph is thought to date from the summer of 1955. Can you name the class 
teacher and any of the pupils?  



                           

Riding was also an extremely popular option. The ponies were kept at the school and the 
riding master lived on the premises.  



                                                                           

Miss Margaret Kerr remembered that she taught at Bredenbury from 1946 – 1950 ‘during 
what must have been its Halcyon days. There was a full complement of trained staff, two of 
whom (Biddy Tuckwell, Music and Rosemary Dixon, Froebel trained) became lifelong friends. 
By 1946 the washstands had been replaced by hand basins, and I don’t remember the food as 
being poor – everyone was used to a wartime diet; sweets were still rationed, and at the end 
of lunch, a large tin was passed down each table and every girl had a boiled sweet…the Head 
Mistress thought it important for every girl to have good handwriting, so I taught writing and 
together we learned about ascenders and descenders, capitals and lower case and looked for 
words like gymkhana which included both – the chosen scheme was [by] Marian Richardson.’ 

 

 



                           

 

              
There was also a paddock with jumps for the ponies. Several former pupils have 
remembered that riding was the highlight of the week. 

 



                  

                

There was also an outdoor swimming pool which was in constant use 
during the summer months. 



  

As befitted a country school, the girls were encouraged to get as much outdoor exercise as 
possible and a game of rounders was always a popular option in the summer months. 
Shelagh Brookes, who was there in 1958, remembers that morning lessons were sometimes 
held outdoors in the lovely gardens, while the afternoons were generally given over to 
games, cross country runs and riding excursions. 

 



                                                                                              

 

Sadly, this idyllic existence couldn’t last. The administrative files of the College tell of 
immense difficulties in finding and retaining suitably qualified staff, largely due to the 
remote location. It is also apparent that, despite endless small economies, it was never 
easy to run such a large estate at a profit with so few pupils and the house and grounds 
were put up for sale in 1960. A full inventory of the fixtures and fittings was also prepared, 
a copy of which survives in the College Archives. 



                                                                   

 

By September 1960, the younger Bredenbury children had been dispersed to other schools 
and the 23 girls in the top class transferred to Cheltenham for their final year. They lived 
and had their lessons in the house then called Downside (now St Faith’s Nursing Home) 
which was temporarily renamed Bredenbury House. They tried to recreate some of the 
family atmosphere, living with the ex-Bredenbury matron and nurse and an elderly teacher, 
Miss Thomas, who continued the tradition of reading to the girls in the evenings. The 
following autumn, some of them entered College and this most junior of houses was put up 
for sale and the name of Bredenbury ceased to be used in College.   

 



 

 

The College Archivist is very grateful to all the Guild members who have 
sent in their memories and items related to Bredenbury Court. Please 
contact Rachel Roberts if you would like to add to this collection: 

 
 

 


