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                      Autumn 2019 Newsflash 

  the newsletter for friends & supporters 
 

  

 
 

 

Welcome from the Director  

2019 has been a momentous and very busy year for St Hilda’s East. As we 

celebrate our 130th anniversary we have been overwhelmed by the 

goodwill shown by our existing supporters, and tremendously excited by the 
interest of others who have been introduced to our organisation’s work for 

the first time. 

Following our wonderful 130th Anniversary Street Party during the summer, 

an impressive fundraising dinner took place at the Mercers’ Hall in October. 
This was not only a truly emotional celebration of over a century of service 
by St Hilda’s East, but also raised much needed funds to continue our work 

into the future. As you will see elsewhere in this Newsflash, our Anniversary 
Appeal Fund now stands £79,706.92, and we are redoubling our efforts to 

reach our ambitious target of £130,000. We greatly appreciate any 

donation to this, large or small! Please do consider making a contribution if 
you can. 

Our celebrations will culminate with a grand 130th Anniversary Reception 
for our supporters in the new year on Thursday, March 19th, to be held in 

our community centre in Bethnal Green. We would love to welcome all our 
longstanding, current and new supporters. Do join us if you can, and please 

take part in our fantastic raffle draw for the event! It promises to be a joyous 
occasion and we plan to showcase the work of our organisation, including 
a screening of our newly made St Hilda’s film. More details of the event are 

to be found on p.5. 

As we look forward to Christmas, with plenty of festive activities planned for 

young and older alike, our core community services continue apace. Our 
Food Co-op anti-poverty initiative is just one of many key projects at St 
Hilda’s, providing fresh, affordable food for people on low incomes, near to 

a hundred people regularly using its weekly sessions. Advice on benefits, 
housing and other issues is available alongside these for those that need it. 

Our pro bono Legal Advice Clinics provide an invaluable source of advice 
for many local residents – helping 351 clients last year. St Hilda’s is also a 

centre that prides itself on bringing together our diverse, multi-cultural 
community, and we were delighted to recently host a Welcome to Tower 
Hamlets launch event, aimed at supporting newer migrants to London’s 

East End, attended by the Mayor of Tower Hamlets, John Biggs, and 
Viscount Younger of Leckie, the Minister for Communities and Faith. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this latest edition of Newsflash. Do get in 
contact if you would like to know more about our work or have ideas for supporting it. We 
would love to hear from you! 
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WHERE YOUR 

DONATION GOES: 
 

It costs £12 to provide 

one hour of one-to-one 

support for local 

Bangladeshi women to 

access much-needed 

services.   

 

It costs £36 to bring a 

housebound elderly 

person to our Over 50’s 

Feeling Good! Project 

by minibus each week.  

 

It costs £90 to run our 

Advice Service for one 

day, helping individuals 

and families on low 

incomes. 

 

It costs £180 to run 

weekly Family Learning 

play activities for 

parents and young 

children in our Under 

5’s Project each month. 

http://www.sthildas.org.uk/
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St Hilda’s East 130th Anniversary Appeal 

 

Alongside our programme of celebrations, we launched a 130th 

Anniversary Appeal earlier this year, to raise funds to continue our work 

into the next 130 years. We aim to raise £130,000 by the end of March 

2020. These funds are vital for St Hilda’s East to run and develop its 

services, and with the help of existing and new supporters, we believe we 

can reach this ambitious fundraising target! So far, we have raised 

£79,706.92! We welcome and would be grateful for any contribution, 

small or large. These can be made to our 130th Anniversary Fund: 

 

Bank: Natwest  

Sort code: 60-80-01 

Account no: 37331760 

 

Online donations can also be made by following the link: 

https://bit.ly/2CO4J1v  

 

Cheques should be made payable to St Hilda’s East. Thank you.  
 

For any further details, or information about our anniversary programme 

of celebrations, please contact Andrea, Executive Assistant: 

andrea@sthildas.org.uk / 020 7739 8066  

 

 

https://bit.ly/2CO4J1v
mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk
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St Hilda’s East 130th Anniversary 

Dinner, at the Mercers’ Hall  

We had a fantastic anniversary 

celebration dinner on the 1st October.  
112 guests enjoyed an evening to 

remember in the historic livery hall, kindly 
provided for free by the Mercers’ 

Company, along with food and drink. We 
showcased St Hilda’s anniversary film, 
made specially for the evening, kindly 

financed by our neighbours Rochelle 
School, and filmed by Ander Romero.  

The film is available on our website 
homepage to view: www.sthildas.org.uk. 

Our Over 50’s Feeling Good! Choir 

performed four inspiring songs to set the 
evening off, two of which they wrote 

themselves. The final song focused on the 
130th Anniversary and St Hilda’s important 
and rich history within the community. It 

was an absolutely fantastic fundraising 
evening, with £65,313.31 being raised 

towards our Anniversary Appeal Fund. 

 

 

 

Spotlight: The Food Co-op and its wonderful volunteers  

 
Our busy Food Co-op not only 

provides fresh, good quality 
produce at low cost to the local 

community, it also works with and 
supports volunteers, often guiding 
them into the world of work. Verona 

had been volunteering at the Food 
Co-op since September 2016 and 

soon after, also started running the 
Older People’s Project computer 
club. 

   “When I first came, I really liked it,” 
Verona explains. “Everyone was so 

friendly. I liked working with the fresh 
produce we get, and it’s just the 

people that really made it for me I 
think. It’s a really relaxed, friendly 
environment.”  

 
Verona has brought a real sense of warmth and efficiency with her to the Food Co-

op.  
 

 

http://www.sthildas.org.uk/
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Behind the scenes she has also played an important role in the Food Co-op admin 
and finances – cashing up, organising volunteer expenses, helping to set up systems 

and keep track of our food co-op accounts and suppliers. Verona says she picked 
up valuable new skills at the Food Co-op and Over 50’s Feeling Good! Project. With 

the help of these, she has found new employment as a finance worker!  
  

Thank you so much Verona, you have made a massive contribution at St Hilda’s and 
we really appreciate all you’ve done to develop and support the projects here.  
 

 

 

Spotlight: A fantastic win for a client of our Legal Advice Clinic 
 

St Hilda's runs two weekly pro bono Legal Advice Clinics for the community - one at 
our community centre in Bethnal Green with the support of Macfarlanes LLP; and 

the other at our second site, Sonali Gardens in Shadwell, with volunteer solicitors 
from Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner (BCLP). One of our Sonali Gardens Clinic clients, 
KB, had been without heating for four months but the volunteer advisors helped her 

get it back. When the solicitors spoke to her a couple of weeks ago, KB was 
distraught.  With temperatures having dropped, her apartment was very cold.  Her 

daughter (age 18 months) constantly had cold hands and feet and was getting 
sick. She tried using electric heaters, but these inflamed her five-year old son’s 

eczema. They also caused her electricity bills to spike to £90 per month, which she 
could not afford to pay, meaning KB couldn’t use them, and her apartment was 
very cold. 

 
The housing association landlord had been aware of the issue throughout the four 

months during which it showed staggering indifference. KB had called it repeatedly 
but nothing was done. However, after some robust correspondence and telephone 

calls by the Clinic solicitors, heating has now been restored. KB is delighted with the 
result and has expressed her appreciation to the Clinic for assisting. Our volunteer 
advisers continue to assist KB with other issues, and her family's situation has 

dramatically improved. 
 

This is just one of many cases where our Legal Advice service volunteers have 
helped people and changed lives. In the last year, 351 people were helped in our 

two Clinics - an amazing achievement!  
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St Hilda’s Annual General 

Meeting: Tuesday, 21st 

January 2020  

Please join us on Tuesday, 21st 

January 2020 for our AGM, 

taking place from 2pm. Every 

year, we showcase the amazing 
work that we do, with staff, 

volunteers and our service users 
present. We will be showing our 
brand new 130th Anniversary film 

this year!  

 

St Hilda’s Christmas Cards 
 
We have some beautiful Christmas cards for sale! These feature drawings by children 
from our local school, Virginia Primary, and were designed by Cheltenham Ladies’ 

College. They are ideal for friends and family, and would be a wonderful addition to 
your Christmas card collection! We are selling them for £6.00 for a pack of 5 cards 

including P&P, with all proceeds going to St Hilda’s East. If you wish to purchase 
some, please get in touch with Andrea at andrea@sthildas.org.uk or send payment 
(cheques payable to St Hilda's East) to Andrea Shortell, St Hilda's East Community 

Centre, 18 Club Row, London, E2 7EY. 
 

 

 

mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk
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St Hilda’s East Community Centre  
 

 
18 Club Row                                                                                                                     

London 

E2 7EY  

 

Phone:  

020 7739 8066 
 

Website: www.sthildas.org.uk  

 

Email:  

andrea@sthildas.org.uk  

(Executive Assistant) 

rupert@sthildas.org.uk 

(Director) 

 

Click on the icons for our Social Media 

pages: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The logo pictured in the above banner 

and on our cover page was designed by 

Yaaseen Ali, a local school student. As 

you can see, he’s a budding young 

designer who is only 16 and has kindly 

produced this special anniversary logo 

for us.  

 

Founded by the Incorporated Guild of 

Cheltenham Ladies’ College in 1889, the 

settlement of St Hilda’s East was 
envisaged by Dorothea Beale (the 

school’s Principal) to be a ‘training 

place for those who would learn and do 

good work.’ 
 

Today, St Hilda’s East is a vibrant 

community centre which continues to 

work with all sections of the community. 
We aim to combat disadvantage and 

address social issues found in the local 

area.  

 

Our ongoing work is as urgently needed 
as ever. The local Weavers’ Ward 

surrounding St Hilda’s East Community 

Centre experiences a 34% level of 

income deprivation (Tower Hamlets 
Council, 2018), and our borough, Tower 

Hamlets, has the highest rates of child 

and pensioner poverty in England 

(Indices of Deprivation, 2015) with 43% 

of children living in poverty (Trust for 

London).  

http://www.sthildas.org.uk/
mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk
mailto:rupert@sthildas.org.uk
https://www.instagram.com/sthildaseast/
http://www.facebook.com/sthildaseast
https://twitter.com/StHildasEast
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-hilda-s-east-community-centre/about/

