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Welcome from the Director 

2019/20 has been a very special time for us at St Hilda’s East, 
celebrating not only our historic 130th Anniversary but also the work that 
our organisation continues to carry out in the East End of London today. 
From pre-school play activities for under 5’s, youth provision, free Legal 
Advice, ESOL (English learning for speakers of other languages), a busy 
Food Co-op, to day care for older people, there is something available 
for virtually everybody under our roof! With in excess of 500 people 
using our services each week, these are not only in great demand but 
much needed. Society has changed immensely since St Hilda’s was 
established in 1889, but its role in the community is as important as 
ever. 


We have been incredibly heartened and enthused by the support and 
feedback from so many people during our anniversary year. From 
donations to help from The Mercers’ Company, this has made such a 
difference. Thanks to a great many individuals our Anniversary Appeal 
Fund now stands at £111,929.42. With our ambitious target of raising 
£130,000 by the end of March, we still hope to raise an additional 
£18,070.58 just over one month to go. All funds raised will help to 
secure and continue the work of St Hilda’s East into the next 130 years. 
Please do help us reach our goal. All donations, small or large are 
greatly appreciated! To make a donation please go to http://
sthildas.org.uk/support/130th-anniversary/ Thank you. 


St Hilda’s East was founded as a ‘settlement’ by former pupils of 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College in the late nineteenth century and, while we 
are nowadays a locally managed charity, we are proud to have 
maintained a strong link with the school throughout the years. It will 
therefore be a great pleasure to welcome members of the College’s 
alumni Guild to a 130th Anniversary Reception in our community centre 
on March 19th – the culmination of our year long anniversary 
celebrations. We are also inviting other supporters, with those joining us 
for the evening including The Mercers’ Company and our Legal Advice 
Clinic law firm partners, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner and Macfarlanes 
LLP. Do please come and share our birthday. Everyone is welcome: for 
more details see p.2.


Thank you for taking the time to read this edition of Newsflash. We would 
love to hear from you If you would like to know more about our work or 
wish to lend your support!


Rupert Williams  
Director
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St Hilda’s East Community Centre 

St Hilda’s East 130th Anniversary 
Reception Evening - Thursday, 19th 
March 2020  

We are delighted to be inviting you to 
our 130th Anniversary Reception 
evening, taking place on Thursday, 
19th March from 6:30pm. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming 
you to our final anniversary event, 
where we will thank our long-term and 
newer supporters for their generosity 
over the last year. We will be 
celebrating the wonderful link between 
St Hilda’s East and Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College and Guild, by inviting Eve 
Jardine-Young, Principal of the 
College, and Olga Senior, Chair of 
Guild, to say a few words. We will also 
have canapés prepared freshly by Tati 
Café, a non-profit organisation 
championing Bengali heritage and 
empowering local women to celebrate 
their cultural heritage and develop their 
employability skills. The event is free to attend, and we are selling raffle tickets for £10, if 
you are interested in attending or purchasing a raffle ticket, please get in touch by 
emailing Andrea on andrea@sthildas.org.uk or confirming your attendance on 
Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/37HYn1s - we look forward to seeing you there! 
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St Hilda’s Anniversary Appeal 

Alongside our programme of celebrations, we continue our Anniversary Appeal, 
raising funds to continue our work into the next 130 years. We aim to raise 
£130,000 by the 31st March 2020. These funds are vital for St Hilda’s East to run 
and develop its services, and with the help of existing and new supporters, we 
believe we can reach this ambitious target! So far, we have raised £111,929.42 
with £18,070.58 still needed! We welcome and would be grateful for any 
contribution, small or large. These can be made to our 130th Anniversary Fund:  

Bank: Natwest  
Sort code: 60-80-01 
Account no: 37331760 

Cheques should be made payable to St Hilda’s East. Thank you.  

For any further details, or information about our anniversary programme of 
celebrations, please contact Andrea, Executive Assistant:  
andrea@sthildas.org.uk / 020 7739 8066  

mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk
mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk
https://bit.ly/37HYn1s
mailto:andrea@sthildas.org.uk


St Hilda’s East Community Centre 

Holocaust Memorial Day  

On the 75th Anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, St Hilda’s East hosted 
Tower Hamlets Homes in putting together a Holocaust Memorial Day Event. The Day is a 
national commemoration to the memory of those who suffered in the Holocaust, and in 
subsequent genocides such as Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia. 

We invited East London Central Synagogue President Leon Silver to come and say a few 
words about the persecution and migration of his family, and Esther Rinkoff whose family 
emigrated from Eastern Europe to Spitalfields also spoke. The occasion was a moving 
and heartening example of community cohesion with users of St Hilda’s’ different group, 
children from Virginia Primary School, and local residents taking part together. 


A Magnolia Tree was planted on the historic Boundary Estate which sits adjacent to St 
Hilda’s East. Members of the community joined in to the planting as the image below 
illustrates. We also enjoyed some delicious baked goods kindly provided by longstanding 
East End Bakery, Rinkoff’s.
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St Hilda’s East Community Centre 

Project Spotlight: LinkAge Plus  

Our LinkAge Plus project offers a fantastic variety of activities to older people living in and 
around Tower Hamlets, especially in Shadwell, from which the project is based. Offering 
opportunities five days a week, from coffee mornings to a very competitive and busy 
Darts Club, the service regularly supports over 95 people. Earlier this month, they 
celebrated the New Year by putting together a highly enjoyable party that saw over one 
hundred people attend. Users from our St Hilda’s Community Centre’s Over 50’s Feeling 
Good! Project also came along and took part in dancing, singing, quizzes and much 
more. It was a great start to the New Year and a chance to beat the January Blues! 


LinkAge Plus clients have also benefited from weekly exercise sessions provided by a 
volunteer from the English National Ballet, pictured below. Exercise is a core element to 
the services we provide to our over 50’s and feeds into our wider strategy of providing 
excellent health and wellbeing services. 
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St Hilda’s East Community Centre 
 

18 Club Row  
London  
E2 7EY  

Phone:  
020 7739 8066 

Website: www.sthildas.org.uk  

Email:  
Andrea Shortell: 
andrea@sthildas.org.uk  
(Executive Assistant)  

Rupert Williams: 
rupert@sthildas.org.uk  
(Director)  

Our Social Media pages:  

www.facebook.com/sthildaseast  

www.twitter.com/sthildaseast  

www.linkedin.com/sthildaseast  

www.instagram.com/sthildaseast 
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Founded by the Incorporated Guild of 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College in 1889, the 
settlement of St Hilda’s East was envisaged 
by Dorothea Beale (the school’s Principal) to 
be a ‘training place for those who would 
learn and do good work.’  

Today, St Hilda’s East is a vibrant 
community centre which continues to work 
with all sections of the community. We aim 
to combat disadvantage and address social 
issues found in the local area.  

Our ongoing work is as urgently needed as 
ever. The local Weaver’s Ward surrounding 
St Hilda’s East Community Centre 
experiences a 34% level of income 
deprivation (Tower Hamlets Council, 2018), 
and our borough, Tower Hamlets, has the 
highest rates of child and pensioner poverty 
in England (Indices of Deprivation, 2015) 
with 43% of children living in poverty (Trust 
for London). 
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